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Match Information
Match Directors Andreas Pfenninger

Thomas Herzog
Shooters 140

Location Defence 360
Via Luigi Boccherini
21051 Arcisate VA, Italy
https://goo.gl/maps/SkkT5Hssg5Pk6x857

Stages 10

Website www.swissaaa.org/idpa-nationals Minimum Rounds 159

Level Swiss National Championship, IDPA Tier 2

Main Sponsor

Sponsors
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Dear Shooters
Welcome to the fifth Swiss National IDPA Pistol Championships!

We are excited to welcome shooters from Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Hungary, Italy, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Poland, Kenya and, of course, Switzerland.

Maybe you have asked yourself why the Swiss are doing their National Championships in Italy. Well, the 
answer to that is both complicated and simple at the same time. The simple version is: there are no 
suitable outdoor ranges available in Switzerland at this time.
We are very happy and thankful that our friends from the Defense360º Formazione have agreed to host 
our match on their wonderful shooting range near Arcisate, VA, Italy.

A second question you might have had is: who is the figure holding the crossbow on our match banner? 
It’s the legendary Wilhelm Tell, our National hero. According to the saga, he killed the tyrannical reeve 
Albrecht Gessler of the house of Habsburg, who oppressed the Swiss people, using his crossbow with a 
single shot. This initiated the founding of the free and independent Swiss Confederation in the year of 
1291. 

Proper marksmanship still remains a popular tradition in Switzerland. However, we have evolved from 
the crossbow to modern firearms and to dynamic shooting!

A special thanks goes to our sponsors Smith&Wesson, Aebi Waffen, Phoenix and DH Network who have
graciously contributed to this event.

Please join us in thanking the the staff and the SOs, without their hard volunteer work no matches would 
be possible.

We wish everybody a safe, fun and successful weekend!

Sincerely, your MDs

Andy Pfenninger Thomas Herzog
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Schedule
Thursday, September 9

From 09:00 SO/Staff Stage Build See SO/Staff Plan

Friday, September 10

From 09:00 SO/Staff Stage Build See SO/Staff Plan

Saturday, September 11

From 09:00 SO/Staff Finish Stage Build
Stage Approval

See SO/Staff Plan

12:30 SO/Staff Shooters Briefing Mandatory

13:00 SO/Staff Staff Shoot Stages 1-10

Sunday, September 12

From 07:30 All Arrival at Range

08:00 Competitors Shooters Briefing Mandatory

08:30 All Competitor Shoot Stages 1-10

on the fly All Lunch

ca 16:30* All Competition End

ca 17:00* All Lottery

ca 17:30* All Award Ceremony

Monday, September 13

From 09:00 SO/Staff Range Cleanup See SO/Staff Plan

* approximate time, depending on competition duration
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Safety
Some non-exhaustive reminders on firearms safety follow below. 

Universal Safety Rules

The universal safety rules for firearms have to be adhered to at any time, no exceptions will be tolerated 
(see IDPA rulebook chapter 2.1).

Cold Range

The match will be held following the cold range rules (see 2.10 2.11). Some important points to 
remember:

 Transfer of the firearm from the bag to the holster and back can only be done in a safe area

 The firearm carried in the holster has to be unloaded and no magazine inserted

 Manipulation of the firearm can be done only on command of an SO or in the safe area

 Manipulation of ammunition can be done anywhere on the range, except in a safe area

Finger

Be careful to observe finger safety at all times (see 2.6 and above rule 3). Keep your finger clearly 
outside and above the trigger guard until ready to shoot. This will make it easy to spot for the SOs and 
avoids problems!

Muzzle

Muzzle over the berm is not permitted on the range, except for revolvers while reloading and with open 
cylinder.
The 180-rule applies on all stages. Additionally, muzzle safe points and exclusion zones may be defined 
in the stage briefing (see 2.9).
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First Aid
There will be a designated medical team with an ambulance on standby on the range. For minor injuries,
all shooters are encouraged to carry a basic first aid kit.

Registration
Registration is completely done using practiscore. There will be no extra checkin or registration on the 
range.
Shooters attendance will be checked at the beginning of each stage briefing. Shooters not present will 
be marked as DNF (Did Not Finish).

Division/Class

All shooter information will be downloaded to the scoring devices on Wednesday, September 9. 
Changes made after that date will not be considered.

Please make sure that your division and class are up to date and accurate on practiscore. We will check 
classification on the IDPA database before the match starts. Be aware that if your registered 
division/class is not valid on match day, you will not be permitted to participate.

Categories

Some remarks on the categories (see Match Administration Rules MAR M5.2)

Junior Age 12-17

Senior Age 50-64

Distinguished Senior Age >65

International Permanently living outside Italy. Even if it’s the Swiss Championship.

Industry Employed in the firearms industry

Military Serving in the military of his/her country of residence

Law Enforcement Active law enforcement officer

Please make sure your category (if applicable) is correctly chosen. We will check and correct it before 
match starts.

Squadding

Competitors will squad before Wednesday, September 9, on practiscore. From then, no changes will be 
possible. Shooters that are not squadded on time, will be assigned a squad by the staff.

Weapons Permit and Serial Numbers

We will have to submit a list of participants and their weapons permit (No Porto d’Armi or EU Firearms 
Passport Number) and firearms serial number to the local authorities.
We added the corresponding fields to the practiscore registration. Please update accordingly using your 
personal practiscore match registration info page. 
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Match Language
To accommodate all shooters, we define the match language to be English. Stage briefings will be held 
in English and explanations will be given in English.
Wherever possible, translations in Italian or other languages will be given. 

Technical Check
It is the responsibility of each competitor to make sure that all equipment used for the match is safe, in 
full working condition, adhering to all applicable IDPA rules and according to applicable Italian law.

Equipment Check

The SOs will perform an equipment check (holster, mag carrier, belt, concealment) on their stages at a 
given time.

Firearms and Ammunition Check

There will be no separate technical firearms and ammunition check stage as it’s not mandatory for tier 2 
matches. However:

1) The MDs will perform random checks on a certain number of shooters. The shooters will be selected 
by random number using the registration sequence.

2) Every SO can perform an equipment check and he/she can request a technical firearm and 
ammunition check by the MDs at any time without elaborating on reasons.
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International Shooters
Please familiarize yourself with the Italian laws concerning temporary import of firearms and ammunition.
Shooters from EU/Schengen will need a valid European Firearms Passport and the provided match 
invitation (see below).
Shooters from other countries please take contact.

Caliber 9x19

Please note that caliber 9x19 is NOT allowed in Italy, as also mentioned on the match registration page 
on practiscore and on the match webpage.

There are several possibilities to shoot other divisions/calibers in Italy. Some examples are given in the 
below picture:

Patching and Stage Reset
Every shooter is expected to help patch the targets and reset the stages as defined in the IDPA code of 
conduct.
Please make sure that you only patch once the SOs have finished scoring of that particular target. 

Scoring
All scoring will be electronic using practiscore. It is the shooters responsibility to check the score after 
each stage before giving approval. If the shooter is not available for approval of the score, the SO will 
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approve for him and the score stands. If a shooter wants a personal record, he is encouraged to take (or 
have an assistant take) a photo of the scoring approval page.

Score Verification

The score will be published on practiscore immediately after device synchronization after match end. All 
shooters are encouraged to verify their score online. The verification period ends at the start of the 
award ceremony. 

Eating and Drinking
There will be the possibility to purchase refreshments and foodstuffs on the range. There will be no 
scheduled breaks so shooters will need to eat and drink on the fly during normal waiting times.

Waste Management

Please dispose all your waste at the central garbage collection near the restaurant area and ensure 
proper segregation, thank you.

Spectators, Children and Pets
Spectators and guests are welcome to attend. Everybody must wear eye and ear protection on the 
range.
Pets (other than clearly identified service animals) are not allowed on the range.
Children are required to be accompanied by an adult at all times.

Stages and Round Count
The stages are attached at the end of the document.

Minimum round count required for the match is 159 rounds. We suggest to bring some reserve to allow 
for sufficient ammunition in case of re-shoots and/or ammunition checks.
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Match Invitation

August 4, 2021

To whom it may concern

We herewith confirm the invitation of

First Name Last Name From IDPA Number

to the sanctioned IDPA competition Smith&Wesson 2021 Swiss National IDPA Championships taking place on 
September 11-12, 2021 in Arcisate, VA, Italy.

The event is organized in collaboration with taking place at

Defense360° Formazione S.S.D.R.L. Via Luigi Boccherini
Via S.M. Maddalena 34 21051 Arcisate (VA)
21100 Varese
C.F. e P.I. 03656770124

This is a sanctioned international dynamic shooting competition under the IDPA (International Defensive Pistol 
Association) accreditation and rules.

The competitors will use their personal sporting guns and ammunition.

Best regards

SwissAAA  Defense360° Formazione

Andreas Pfenninger Diego Silvestri
Match Director

www.swissaaa.org/idpa-nationals
https://www.idpa.com/matches/smithwesson-2021-swiss-national-idpa-championships/
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